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Mary Cole Wintermote (Wintermute), daughter of Leonard
Wintermote, Jr. and Jane Cole, was born on October 19, 1835, in
Darke County, Ohio. Mary’s mother is considered the first non-
indigenous child born in Darke County.

Mary’s grandfather was Samuel Cole, Jr., a prominent farmer and
one of the first individuals of European descent to settle in Darke
County, Ohio. In 1817, Samuel, along with his wife Mary Elston,
moved from Sussex County, New Jersey when he secured a land
claim in Washington Township, Darke County. Samuel
conducted the first school in the township, was township clerk in
1823, and was also the first Justice of the Peace.

Mary’s maternal family line can be traced back to Barent
Jacobsen Cool (also spelled Kool), an employee of the Dutch
West India Company, and one of the first emigrants from Holland

A Seare WINERESTER | to settle in New Amsterdam (now New York City) in the mid-
A
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On May 1, 1856, and just short of her 21st birthday, Mary wed 22-
year-old Ferdinand Hoover. The young man was an immigrant from Nagold, Wiirttemberg,
Germany who had come to Darke County with his parents and siblings about 1847. His
grandparents and four uncles with their families had also immigrated and settled on farms in Darke
County about the same time.

Mary and Ferdinand settled on a farm and had three boys over the span of five years. Two died as
young children. John Henry the eldest, was born about 1857and died October 28, 1866. Leonard,
the second child, was born about 1859 and died March 2, 1861. William A. Hoover, their third
child, was born on January 7, 1861. He was the only child of Ferdinand and Mary to survive
infancy.

In the U. S. census of 1860 for Greenville Township, Darke County, OH, Mary is listed as living
with Ferdinand. Her age is given as 24. A son John H (Henry), age three, is listed along with his
parents. Their infant child Leonard is not listed in this census. Mary's mother and grandfather live
with them.

On October 7, 1861, Ferdinand enlisted in the Union Army in the Civil War. He spent nearly two
years in service. Sadly, he died on September 20, 1863, in the fierce fighting of the Civil War
battle at Chickamauga in northern Georgia. Mary was widowed at the age of 28 with two young
children to raise.



Our Family History

The application by Mary C. Hoover for widow's pension states that Ferdinand Hoover was a
corporal with Company G, 40th Ohio Volunteers and that she was entitled to receive pay at the
rate of $8 per month, to commence on the 20th day of September 1863, and was to continue during
life, unless she remarried, in which case it was no longer payable after the date of such marriage.

On September 13, 1866, Mary forfeited the pension when she married Ferdinand’s brother, John
C. Hoover, who had also served as a corporal with Company G, 40th Infantry Regiment of Ohio
(the same company and regiment as Ferdinand) and had been wounded at the Battle of
Chickamauga.

John and Mary had two children: Charles George, born in March of 1867, and John Louis, born
March 18, 1869. Unfortunately, John and Mary’s life together was short. John C. Hoover died two
years later, on the day before Christmas of 1868, perhaps of wounds sustained in battle. Mary was
again a bereaved widow with three children under the age of eight to raise.

In the U. S. census of 1870 for Darke County, Ohio, Mary C. Huber (34) is living with her mother
Jane Wintermot (53) and 3 children: William (9), Charles (3) and John (1).

Mary married her third husband, Dennis Druley in 1880, after her children were mostly grown.
According to descendant, Julie Middleton Owens, Mary Druley lived long enough to hold her
great-grandchild William Samuel Middleton in her arms. She died on August 7, 1914, at the age
of 78.

Mary Druley is buried in the family plot in the Sharpeye Cemetery in Washington Township of
Darke County, Ohio, with other Cole family members.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

William A. Hoover, born on January 7, 1861, the surviving son of Ferdinand and Mary, became a
dentist and married Laura Ellen Howver from Mansfield, Illinois in 1888. Laura Ellen was the
daughter of George Howver, a Confederate soldier from Singers Glen, Virginia, who had moved
north with his wife Sarah Paulsel and their children after the war. William, generally known as
Doc Hoover, and Laura Ellen settled in Gibson City, Ford County, Illinois.

Information on Mary’s grandfather, Samuel Cole, Jr. comes from the following sources.

"Joseph Cole", A Biographical History of Darke County, Ohio. Chicago: Lewis Publishing Co.,
1900.)

Beers, W. H. The History of Darke County, Ohio. Chicago: W.H. Beers & Co. 1880. Pg 753.

Samuel Cole is listed in the 1825 Census of Darke County, which listed only males over 31.
(Source: Wilson, Frazier. History of Darke County Ohio, Vol 1. Reprinted by the Darke County
Genealogical Society 1997. pp 161-163.)

Discrepancies in Mary Cole’s age: Mary G Druley is listed as buried in the family plot with other
Cole family members. In the cemetery inscriptions, Mary's date of birth is given as 19 Oct 1835
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OBITUARY—WINTERNOTE.
e
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Mary Cole Wintermote was born
1ear Sharpeye, Darke county, Olio,
Petober 19, 1823, and died at the
wome of her son, Charles C. Hoover,
ht Albia, Towa, August 7, 1914, aged
(8 vears, 9 months.and 13 days. She
vas one of ten children, all of whom|
iuave passed on before except two)
\rs. Matilda E. Lott and. Mrs. Julia
lerschner, of lowa. She was married
fo Ferdinand Hoover May 1, 1856,
["hree children were born to them,
fwo of whom died in infancy, William|
A. Hoover, of Gibson City, 1llinois|
burviving. ITn August, 1866, she was
narried to Johm C. Hoover, Two
ehildren were the result of this union)
namely, Charles C. of Albia, Iowa,
pnd John Lewis, of Shelbyvilie, 111
Fhe was again married in 1880, this|
time to Dennis Druley, of Isoston, Tnd.)
ho preceded her in death October 35,
1912. After his death she spent her
fime with her children in ilie west.

She ‘was a2 member of the Christian|
“hurch at Coletown from childhood)
hbnd what was better, she was a de-
voted Christian woeman, and was in
jconstant spiritual contact with God
prd Christ. After lLer marriage to
Brother Druley, she became a charter
member of the Christian Church af]
Boston, Wayne county, 'Ind., where
lkhe retained her membership unti]
death. '

She leaves one sister, ihree sons)
one step-grandson, Carner N. Druley)]
whom she raised frow infancy, seven|
prandchildren, one. greai-grandchild)
|and many other relatives and a hosf
of friends who sincerely mourn he
death.

Her body, accompanied by her
three sons, was brought to Greenville]
Ohio, and taken:to the home of hel
nephew, Rev, H. L. .Lott, at 718 Cen|
tral Avenue. Funerai services werg
held in the First Christian Church o
Greenville, Ohilo, conducted by Rev
. 'W. Heofter, of Richmond, Ind., as
sisted by Rev. Frankie I. Keyvs, o]
|Winchester, Ind., and Rev. H. L. Lott|
of Greenville, O The remains wer
Luried in the Sharpeye cemetery.

This obituary was found in the
Wintermote files in the Garst
Museum in Greenville, Ohio. The
name and the date of the publication
are unknown.

and death as 6 Aug 1914. Mary's obituary lists date of birth as
October 19, 1833; however, the date 1835 on her tombstone
appears to be more accurate, as it fits with census data. Jane,
Mary's mother, is also buried in this family plot.

The two children of Mary and Ferdinand who died young are
buried in the family plot in Sharpeye Cemetery, Washington
Township. They are Leonard W. who died March 2, 1861, at 1
year, 6 months, and Henry J. who died October 28, 1866, at “2
years and 7 months.” This age at death is incorrect. Henry would
have been about 8 or 9 years old. Curiously, Leonard is not listed
in the 1860 census, and he would have been an infant at the time.

Sources of information for Ferdinand Hoover: Roster of Ohio
Troops, Fortieth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry (p 154); U.S.
Census records of 1850 and 1860 for Greenville Township, Darke
Co., OH; Marriage record, Darke Co. Courthouse; Pension
application (online at Fold 3 Military Records) and obituary for
Mary Cole Wintermute; Mary’s application for a Widow’s
Pension, based on the Civil War service of her husband Ferdinand
Hoover, is at the end of this article.

Additional information on Mary Cole Wintermote’s second
husband: John C Hoover, age 25, is listed as a first sergeant with
Company E, 40th Ohio Volunteer Infantry (Darke County Ohio
GenWeb site, Civil War Memorial, Company E transcribed by
Wally Garchow and downloaded August 2007.) John C. Hoover is
listed in another record of the Fortieth Regiment Ohio Volunteer
Infantry (pub. unknown), along with the comment that he was
wounded September 20, 1863 in the battle of Chickamauga, GA
(in the same battle and on the same day that Ferdinand was killed)
and transferred to the Veteran Reserve Corps in December of
1863. John is also mentioned in unpublished letters written by his
brother Ferdinand to Mary while Ferdinand was serving in the
Union Army (some fifty letters generously shared by Julie Owens,
another descendant of Ferdinand Hoover).
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H ' ARMY—WIDOW OR DEPENDENT MOTHER. i

Tho ].h.,jging or transferring of & ponsion, or of a pension cortificate, or advancing money on Vnu:chm"u, is pmhlbitug, and the pension certificatn
must bo shown by tho pcnaiouervtu the magistrato. Vouchura.musc be o._xo.cutcrl‘nu ar after 1}10 dny to .\vhlch payment is claimed, and if the power
of uttorney is not presented within three mouths, & new ono will be required.  Lirasures and interlinentions must be specifically noted. The official
chirueter of o commissioner of deeds must be certifiod to; u.lsn‘, that of a notary public grﬂthuugh using a regular seal) w_he'never requited by a
pension ngent, (Form N.)  Vouchors exocuted befuro a LT, 8. Consul, or having his cortificats of the official character of & foroign magistrato,
are suflicient.  Death or mmulrringe of u widow or mothaer terminates o pension, nnd the arrears duo at the date o_f‘enlmr ure immediately payable on
<urrendering tho pension certificate.  When o widow or mather dies, tho arrears are payablo to her loyal children. When no child, the nrrears
bo paid to an administrator, with proof that ho is properly interested, or collects them st thoe request of the beirs. If an army pension remain
ued fourteon months, application must be mado to the Third Auditor, with the usual vouchors. A peasion is no puit of tho assets of the
estwie of o pensionor or linble for s dobts. I u punsionsr dio prior to daty of his or hor pension cortificate, no puymont will bo mudo, oxcept
in particulur cuses of invalids provided for by uets of June G and July 25, 1866 Christinn names in siguatures must bo written out in full.

o > 7
Be it known, That I, WW@);@ZVZJ i do solemnly swear that I am the identical
person named in an original pension certificate in my possession, which certifies: No. . st s
under act of Jué}% 18/% M&Z&’{/ (/) ;{b CLVET &//I’/‘ﬂ/m J/L%’/}Z&ﬂ%//é/@Z// 7
who was a (% ’.(zé @I‘@ Lig” ﬂ%/ ¢ 7 /’{/ e T thafger'vice of the United Stateg, is entitled,
to receive pay at the rate of C,fi dollars per month,.to commence on the ﬁgday of _.ig?"%~ e

1809, and to continué during life, unless she shall again marry; in which case it is no longer payable after the dute

. , o . e ,
Dated this de day of ... f”” i alr Ty ISGJ.—and signed by 7. 6/‘2}///(‘///"4/7\;) ....... ;

sSeeretary of the Interior, and by %% ‘ el /\ oy Commissioner of Pensions.

That I have resided in Street,)
in tho County of , State of . for years
pust; aud previous thereto in oy 00 that I have not intermarriedt . ... .

ALSO, I do hereby constitute and appoint $ =

tny true und lawful attorney, for me and in my nawe to receive from the agent of the United States for paying
> — ¢ / rd

pensions in ..y State of CQ;M : .., My pension frem the

‘ 71 day of %M , 186 P, to the »%,-4 day of ? e 4
. 186 7 ]

.

Witness my hand and seal, this

Signed, sealed, and delivered in presence of—

Post Office address

STATE OF . % , COUNTY OF

De it known, That on the . «57/,@ > e
[nuh;rr me the above-named 7) / {ff!z/ ( ol \, and exhibited her certificate, dated

) =4’f Y 2 i . B
f]"/ “'”J‘). 186V , and niade outh, in due form of law, to the truth of the foregoing statemnent

........... . 88

........................... day R 7: porsonally appeared

subseribed by her, and hcknow]edged the above power of attorney to be her free act and deed.

(Adding his official character.)
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